
When using cleaning supplies, 

keep the following in mind: 

 

 Follow instructions.  Read 

label carefully. 

 Go mild.  Avoid hazardous 

cleaning agents if you can. 

 Ventilate.  Open windows 

to circulate fresh air (even 

in winter) to help prevent 

chemical or allergic reac-

tions. 

 Think green.  Limit toxic 

exposure by making your 

own cleaners or using 

green cleaners.  Go to the 

U.S. Environmental Protec-

tion Agency (EPA) for a list 

of safe products.  

 Keep cleaning products 

out of reach of children 

and pets. 

 Be careful when using a 

bucket.  A few inches of 

water can be a drowning 

risk for small children.  

 

A little preparation and care will 

go a long way.  May your spring 

and summer be filled with lots 

of fun and excitement!   

 

 

 

Spring has sprung! 

As we look forward to warmer 

weather and brighter days we  

also start to tackle spring clean-

ing projects; make sure safety 

is part of your plan! 

 

An article from the NFPA was 

shared with me, and it talks 

about 6 key tips to safely tackle 

spring cleaning; I’d like to share 

some highlights with you. 

 

 Properly use and store 

gasoline.  Never use gaso-

line as a cleaner or to 

break down grease.  Store 

gasoline in a proper con-

tainer and in a detached 

garage or outdoor shed.   

 Carefully dispose of rags 

with paint and stain.  Nev-

er leave cleaning rags in a 

pile; hang outside to dry.  

Put dried rags in a metal 

container that is tightly 

covered.  Keep containers 

of oily rags in a cool place, 

out of direct sunlight and 

other heat sources. 

 Use/ store flammable and 

combustible liquids with 

care.  Never smoke when 

working with these liquids.  

Keep liquids in their origi-

nal containers; tightly 

capped or sealed.  

 Inspect grills to ensure 

they’re in good working 

order.  Make sure grill is 

free of grease or fat 

buildup.  Clean out any 

debris.  Check propane 

tank gas hose for leaks 

before using it for the first 

time each year. 

 Keep debris well away 

from your home.  Remove 

and dispose of branches, 

weeds, leaves, pine nee-

dles, etc. from the roof, 

gutters, under the deck 

and at least 5 feet from 

the home. 

 Clean out your clothes 

dryer.  The air exhaust vent 

pipe for your dryer should 

not be restricted; outdoor 

vent flap should open 

when dryer is operating.  

Clothes that have come in 

contact with flammable 

substances like gasoline, 

paint thinner, or similar 

solvents should be laid 

outside to dry before they 

are washed and dried. 

 

If you want more information on  

how to keep you and your fami-

ly safe from fire and other haz-

ards, check out the Public Edu-

cation section of the NFPA. 
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Plan + 

Preparation 

= Safety 

https://www.epa.gov/greenerproducts/identifying-greener-cleaning-products
https://www.epa.gov/greenerproducts/identifying-greener-cleaning-products
https://www.nfpa.org/
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education
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F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T  O P E R A T I O N S  

A S S I S T A N T  C H I E F  H O F F M A N    
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F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T  T R A I N I N G  O P E R A T I O N S  

D I V I S I O N  C H I E F  R E T T L E R  

The fire department had a unique fire training opportunity this quarter thanks to Accurate Specialties on Bluemound Rd.  We were able to 

have several valuable trainings during the past few months in a single-family home that was scheduled for demolition on their property.   

Crews were able to train on hose movement, searching for victims, victim movement, rescue of firefighters in distress, ladders, and mak-

ing ventilation openings in the roof. 

The grand finale was live fire training.  Live fire training in an acquired structure is a rare opportunity in the City of Waukesha.  Most build-

ings donated for training do not meet the 

requirements to safely provide live fire train-

ing while limiting the impact to the communi-

ty.  We were fortunate that the location and 

condition of this building allowed us to pro-

vide this invaluable opportunity to our person-

nel.   

 

On March 18th we were able to do several 

evolutions of controlled room fires and had 

participation from over 

30 personnel.  Although 

mother nature gifted us 

with unseasonably low 

temperatures, the train-

ing was very successful!  

A much-appreciated 

warm lunch was provid-

ed for crews on site by 

the Salvation Army Can-

teen.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three newly hired firefighters also completed their 5-week recruit fire academy this past month.  They are provided over 240 hours of 

training in a 5-week Recruit Academy prior to being assigned to work on shift.  Training is provided by the 2 Division Chiefs of Training 

with the assistance of on-duty crews. 

https://www.fisherbarton.com/products/bronze-gear-components/
https://centralusa.salvationarmy.org/waukesha/
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F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T  P E R S O N N E L  U P D A T E S  

 

NEW RECRUITS 

                          Badora                                                               MacIntyre                                                            Rodgers  
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F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T  P E R S O N N E L  U P D A T E S  C O N T .  

 

                                  Preparation before training.                                 Training Center 



F I R E  P R E V E N T I O N  
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The Waukesha Fire Prevention Bureau would like to take this opportunity to discuss 

the importance of working carbon monoxide detectors in your home. There has been 

an increase in carbon monoxide poisoning incidents across the country in the last few 

years. The largest area of increase is due to the use of portable generators.  

We are approaching severe weather season in Wisconsin, and power outages can 

often result due to severe weather. Portable generators are often used during power 

outages. Portable generators should always be used outdoors.  

Individuals should be aware of the wind direction when placing a generator outside of 

their home.  The generator should not be placed by any openings that would allow 

carbon monoxide to enter the home. It is also not safe to use a generator in a garage 

with the garage door open.  Working carbon monoxide detectors with standby batter-

ies will help prevent carbon monoxide emergencies during a power outage.   

If you have any questions about Carbon Monoxide detectors, please contact the Fire 

Prevention Bureau at 262-524-3648. 

 



On May 18, 1948, a spectacular roof fire at 

General Malleable, 706 E. Main Street 

(current location of Phoenix Heights subdivi-

sion) caused more than $25,000 in damage.  

The blaze destroyed over two-thirds of the 

450’ roof.  Hampered by dense smoke, fire-

men had a difficult time breaking through 

the roof to get at the fire.  Workers at the 

plant joined in the fight.  As the flames 

spread, firemen and more than 100 work-

men at the plant sprayed more than 5 

streams and used 2200 1f of 2 1/2” hose.  

A police squad car was sent back to the fire 

station for more hose.  The dense black 

smoke attracted hundreds of spectators 

from around the area. 

From the book, Spring City Saviors by Daniel Car-

stens 

F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T  

A R C H I V E S  
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General Malleable roof fire of May 18, 1948. 

General Malleable roof fire.  Showing Truck 1 & Truck 2.  Note Sparky the dog on the 

ladder turntable at far right. 



Page 8 F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S L E T T E R  



Page 9 
F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S L E T T E R  



  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April is  

City of Waukesha Fire Department 

130 W. St. Paul Avenue 

Waukesha, WI 53188 
 

(262) 524-3651 

 

     May is  

                     National Stroke Month        May 21st—27th 

     

Distracted Driving Awareness Month 911 Education Month  


